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Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board Meeting
Unapproved Minutes
September 9, 2025
Member Name: Attendees Present

Ursula Anderson			Shanna Beber
Connie Bellone			Dr. Amy Dickson
Storm Ehlers			Teresa Falgoust
Sarah Mulhearn proxy for Julie Foster Hagan		.
Bret Hanemann			Dr. Sarah Hinshaw
Elizabeth Adkins proxy for Tonya Joiner
Sonia Mallett			Krystle Mitchell
Amanda Moody			Courtney Myers
Caroline Nailor Oglesby		Karen Powell
Dr. Katie Queen			Kathleen Richey
Dr. Ernise Singleton		Stephanie Sterling
Karen Stubbs			Christian Vige’
Kahree Wahid			Angela Wiggins Harris
Courtney A. Highshaw proxy for Tangela Womack

Staff:

Jolie Williamson, Children’s Cabinet Executive Director
Michele M. Rabalais, Children’s Cabinet Executive Assistant

Welcome and Call to Order:

Amanda Moody, Children’s Cabinet Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:18 a.m. and all present were welcomed. 

Roll Call:

Michele M. Rabalais, Children’s Cabinet, Executive Assistant, called Roll.  

Public Comments: No public comments.



Approval of Minutes: 

Angela Harris made a motion to approve the May 13,2025 minutes.  Shanna Beber seconded the motion. All approved.  Motion carried.

Karen Powell made a motion to approve July 29,2025 minutes.  Kahree Wahid seconded the motion.  All approved.  Motion carried.

Proclamation Presentation:  

Jolie Williams introduced Dr. Margaret Vidrine, pediatric oncology resident, and presented a proclamation stating September 9th be proclaimed Pediatric Cancer Awareness Day.
 
Council on Children of Incarcerated Parents Presentation: 

Alfred Carter, Renee Carthan, Troy Hankston and Kevin Griffin-Clark presented information regarding the Council on Children of Incarcerated Parents.  

The council is designed to be a state resource on issues affecting children with incarcerated parents or caregivers. The legislation defines "incarcerated parents and caregivers" broadly to include anyone who was primarily or secondarily responsible for a child's well-being. 
The council's specific duties include:
· Studying and analyzing issues related to children with incarcerated parents and caregivers.
· Issuing a report at least every two years with findings and recommendations. The first report was due in January 2022.
· Providing resources and education to caregivers.
· Advising the executive and legislative branches on proposed legislation that could affect these children. 

In 2024, the legislature passed a resolution requesting the Department of Public Safety and Corrections to permit incarcerated parents to virtually attend certain events for their children, including award ceremonies and parent-teacher conferences.

It was stated that funds are needed to hold video visitations that would allow incarcerated parents to watch children graduate via video.  Most prisons do not have a secure enough connection to live stream.  Discussion followed. 

It was discussed as to whether or not this recommendation could be added to the Family Stability sub-committee recommendation(s).  Discussion followed.  

CCAB members requested that date be gathered regarding the number of children in foster care that have incarcerated parents.  Discussion followed.

Legal Updates: 

Susan East Nelson with the Louisiana Partnership for Children and Families was unavailable to present the legal update.



Budget Recommendations Strategic Planning/Open Discussions: 

Budget recommendations were distributed to CCAB members.  Jolie Williamson allowed time for CCAB members to review the budget recommendations.  

Storm Ehlers made a motion to approve the sub-committee recommendations.  Ursula Anderson seconded the motion.  All approved.  Motion carried.

Connie Bellone presented the Behavioral Health Services for Children K-12.  Ms. Bellone will email updated/amended recommendations to Jolie Williamson.  Discussion followed.

Subcommittee recommended the following:

Submission of State Plan Amendment to EPSDT Medicaid State Plan that would allow participation by children 0-3 years old, allowing health and behavioral issues to be addressed earlier. 

Include in submission of State Plan Amendment the elimination of processes that result in duplication of effort and additional paperwork currently impeding local school district participation. copyright@2025 

Funding implementation of a standardized statewide electronic health record (EHR) system for all students that meets Louisiana privacy laws and ensures the required documentation is captured properly. This will also guarantee that a student’s health record follows them throughout their educational journey. By phasing in a statewide unified electronic documentation system in schools, the reimbursement will be positively impacted in all schools in the state at the same time. To realize additional increases in reimbursement, the EHR can be scaled across the state upon completion of a pilot. This system will also support increasing regulatory compliance with Medicaid documentation requirements.  

Expand access and use of above standardized statewide electronic health record to (EHR) to other state agencies involved in the care of children including DCSF to facilitate cross agency collaboration and include foster children and other wards of the state thereby standardizing electronic health records for all youth in Louisiana 

Include electronic capture of parental consent to participate in Medicaid in Schools in electronic health record. 

Include annual student health physicals in the electronic health record. 

Adjusting annual cost reporting to include reimbursement for electronic health record expense as a direct expenditure to allow draw down of federal reimbursement for this expense. 

Revise Time Study Implementation Plan to include monthly or quarterly payments in place of billing for services as allowed in CMS 2023 Medicaid in Schools Guidance. 

Include mechanism for school districts to receive reimbursement in addition to incremental billing amounts in first year of participation in Medicaid in Schools Program as allowed.  

Standardization of behavioral health screening instruments used by state agencies (LDE, DCSF, etc.) to include standardized, valid, evidenced based instruments approved by American Academy of Pediatrics Bright Futures website

Sarah Hinshaw stated that the Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health/Early Experience Subcommittee had recently met, and they are looking for additional information before presenting their final recommendations/request(s).  

Christian Vige’ presented the Family Stability Subcommittee report.  

The Family Stability Subcommittee continues its efforts and vision of 2025 with a strengthened plan of action. By expanding CYPBs, enhancing training, promoting collaboration, supporting communication for families of incarcerated parents, and maintaining robust monitoring, the Subcommittee is confident that significant progress can be made toward the goal of stable, thriving families across Louisiana. This work is foundational to the well-being of children, the strength of communities, and the future of our state. The Subcommittee remains committed to walking alongside families, partners, and policymakers to make this vision a reality.  Discussion followed.

Storm Ehlers made a motion to accept amended recommendations.  Angela Wiggins-Harris seconded the motion.  All approved.  Motion carried.

Other Business: 

Storm Ehlers asked CCAB Members if they would let her know what topics they would like to be presented at future Solutions Summit meetings or specific training related to schools and courts to collaborate on.  Ms. Ehlers informed members to see her following the meeting.  Continuing education credits will be offered.  Discussion followed.

Adjournment:  

Kahree Wahid made a motion to adjourn.  Dr. Katie Queen seconded the motion.  All approved.  Meeting adjourned.
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